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Archival of Marine Data Sets Supported by MEDIN funding
A major objective for MEDIN is to support the archival of important data sets into the MEDIN Data Archive Centre network so that they are available for use by the wider community. An Announcement of Opportunity was published in June this year, inviting proposals to be supported with MEDIN funds.  Following a review by an independent panel, nine projects have been accepted for funding. These projects will start in September-October 2009, and will mobilise the following data sets through the MEDIN DAC network to be finished by April 2010.  
Oceanographic data from the Menai Strait (1995-2005) and Isle of Man (circa 1900 onwards) (British Oceanographic Data Centre - BODC)
These are amongst the longest standing data sets of environmental variables owned by the UK, such as temperature and salinity profiles.  The project aims to bank data from a number of survey sites: one fixed station on Menai Bridge, stations at Port Erin Breakwater, the Cypris station and 4 additional stations on the Isle of Man.  The data are to be archived and made available through BODC and a mechanism for banking of future data from these programmes to be agreed.  Total cost £14,378. Project Contact: Mark Charlesworth. Data and metadata will be made available through the BODC website.
Marine Scotland Hydrographic Data (BODC)
This project will archive and compile metadata on 112 Cruise data sets, and 114 mooring time series from Marine Scotland (2001 onwards).  These data provide information on water column temperature and salinity collected during fisheries surveys and standard hydrographic lines in the North Sea and the Faeroe-Shetland Channel.  Long term aims are to establish a streamlined process for ingesting and making available such Marine Scotland data.  Total cost £15,944. Project Contact: Juan Brown. Data and metadata will be made available through the BODC website. Marine Scotland Aberdeen lab make data freely available for academic purposes three years after collection, prior to that they may be released following consultation.  
Rescue of historical data on UK sea level records (BODC) 
The project will secure historical tide gauge records and prioritise data sets; reformat, quality control, create metadata and document around 330 site years of sea level data (circa 1920s onwards); to scan and digitise the longest records from the historic catalogue of the National Tide Gauge Network (approx. 30 years of data from two or three key tide gauge sites); and to plan and cost for a complete rescue of tide gauge chart archive. Total cost £23,795. Project Contact: Lesley Rickards. Data will be freely available through BODC.
Access to Oil and Gas industry site surveys generated for Department for Energy and Climate Change licensing (British Geological Survey - BGS) 
This project will collate and archive site surveys acquired from a closeout form (Petroleum Operations Notice 14a) from the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC); will archive legacy site survey reports from the oil industry and will initiate activities to support a greater engagement of UK oil and gas operators in MEDIN.  Most of the area surveyed is the sea area extending out to 200 miles from the seaward limits of the territorial seas.  Surveys include high resolution seismic site surveys, magnetic surveys, gravity surveys, multibeam/backscatter, shallow drilling and other. Total cost £25,141.15. Project contact Anne Richardson. 
It is anticipated that the majority of the data will be freely available, subject to the expiration of any confidentiality period.  A few exceptions may exist in the short term, whereby permission would need to be obtained from the operator company. Operator usually to be acknowledged if the data are used.
Archiving of the Joint Nature Conservation Committee's Special Area of Conservation marine surveys from the Dogger Bank and Solan Bank and Submarine Structures (2008) (BGS)  
This project will archive data from Echosounder and Sidescan Sonar; physical surveys from grab samples, epi-benthic trawl samples, rock dredge samples, high resolution digital video and stills from camera sledge tows from the Dogger bank and drop-camera tows from Solan bank providing images of the sea floor. These data are to be archived within the appropriate DACs and metadata compiled to MEDIN standards.  Total cost £10,800. Project contact Paul Henni. Data managed and archived by BGS will ideally be freely available to download from BGS website depending on size.  The data will be provided to any enquirers under the IPR terms agreed with JNCC. Physical samples will be maintained by BGS, BGS aim to provide free access where practical with regard to this project data.
Scottish West Coast Inshore Fisheries data from the 1970s (Scottish Association for Marine Science - SAMS)

This project will verify and digitise data from monthly bottom trawling surveys in various sea lochs providing catch data and biological data; it will digitise the data from  PhD theses, which contain vital data on herring and gadoid fishes and archive ring trawl data, which sample fish larvae. 
Data to be archived with BODC. Total cost £27,804. Project contact Steve Gontarek. Data freely available to the public through the BODC website, SAMS to be acknowledged if data used.
Plankton data from the Rockall Trough (1970s) (SAMS) 
This project will archive data collected from approximately 170 plankton hauls at around 3000m depth from the Rockall trough, plus supplementary samples from the Bay of Biscay.  The project aims to digitise metadata; to examine the sample collection; to extract data from labels and create an inventory; create a publication list and possibly digitise data from publications. Data to be archived with BODC. Total cost £27,857.  Project contact Steve Gontarek. No restrictions to public access.  National Museums of Scotland (NMS) to eventually acquire the physical samples. Data to be held with BODC, published papers are publically available. SAMS to be acknowledged if data used.
Accessing data on deep-sea species and habitats (DASSH) 
This project will digitise, and compile metadata on data sets from a number of sites, including benthic sampling of the continental slope from western Ireland to northern Spain 1955-1988, Rockall trough survey data, UK coral garden distribution, Department for Trade and Industry (DTI) funded SEA7 2005 surveys, SEA-SAC survey (2006) and MESH SW canyons survey. Total cost £32,200. Project contact Dan Lear. Some data sets are still being analysed by the academic community but will be made freely available to DASSH within 3 years, metadata within public domain and some (non-peer review publication) use of the data may be permitted by the data provider.  Some data are held by the originating organisation or by existing portals in which case DASSH will work with the current holders to facilitate the widest possible access to the data.
Historical Saltmarsh data (GeoData) 
This project will digitise, securely store data and create metadata from a number of data sets on salt marsh community and coastal change.  The data archive includes 60+ boxes of aerial and oblique aerial photos along the UK coastline (estimated archive of some 2400 aerial images of varied dates), map, oblique and ground-based images, particularly from the Solent and South coast area, but also from a number of other sites around the UK; early PhD and research records; theses and related research records; historical records of the communication between leading scientists who developed the theories of Spartina dieback and cordgrass health; and analysis of coastal change materials for selected areas of the coastline.  Data to be archived with DASSH, Project Contact Chris Hill. Total cost £34,000. 
Progress on these projects will be posted on the MEDIN website: www.oceannet.org. For more information contact David Cotton (dcott@oceannet.org).
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