Analysis of reporting of marine data/information to Europe  - 15 July 09 - Draft
Summary table:
	
	Organisations providing data/information
	Organisations reporting data/information
	Is the data/information reported, raw data, aggregated data or information?*

	EC Bathing Waters
	EA, SEPA, NIEA
	Defra
	Aggregated data

	EC Shellfish Waters
	EA, SEPA, NIEA
	Defra
	Aggregated data

	EC Urban Waste Water Treatment
	EA, SEPA, NIEA
	Defra
	Information

	EC Water Framework 
	EA, SEPA, NIEA
	EA, SEPA, NIEA
	Aggregated data and information

	EC Habitats
	CCW, NIEA, SNH, NE, JNCC
	JNCC
	Information

	OSPAR Biodiversity
	CCW, NIEA, SNH, NE, JNCC
	JNCC
	Information

	OSPAR 

Contaminants
	EA, SEPA, NIEA, CEFAS, Marine Scotland, AFBI
	BODC on behalf of Defra, Marine Scotland, DOENI and DARDNI.
	Raw data

	OSPAR

Eutophication
	EA, SEPA, NIEA, CEFAS, Marine Scotland, AFBI
	CEFAS/Defra
	Aggregated data and information

	EC Data Collection Regulation
	CEFAS, Marine Scotland, AFBI
	CEFAS, Marine Scotland, AFBI
	Raw Data


*Judgement on the level of processing made to the data. Examples:

· Raw data: species counts and weights of fish in a trawl 

· Aggregated data: number of waters passing/failing a guideline; annually averaged concentrations of a contaminant at a sampling station

· Information: GIS files of water bodies; descriptive text.  
1) Bathing Waters Directive

Defra reports to the EC on behalf of the UK each year by collating the information from SEPA, EA, and NIEA. The information required is set out by the Commission and includes the number of samples taken for each parameter at each bathing water and the number of those parameters passing or failing the guideline and mandatory standards. This process is completed by using standardised reporting sheets which are uploaded to EC website in a csv file format. In the future the data is anticipated to be submitted to WISE and from 2015 the raw data will be reported
2) Shellfish Waters Directive

Historically compliance with the directive has been reported to the Commission every three years in accordance with the Standardised Reporting Directive.  However we are currently in a transitional period where the reporting under the Water Framework Directive is replacing the Shellfish Waters Directive in 2013. Investigation on compliance is carried out by the Environment Agency and other devolved administrations in the case of failing waters, and improvements made via the Water Industry’s national environment programme. Complaints from the fishery sector are also followed up. The raw data used for the directive is available from the UK environmental regulators. 

3) Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive.
Data is provided by the devolved administrations and collated by Defra for reporting to the EC. The information reported includes compliance of wastewater treatment works that fall under the directive and additional information about those works such as the design, capacity and area that they serve. Compliance of WWTWs that have required improvements to the level of treatment following identification of discharging to a designated sensitive area is also reported. The frequency of reporting to the Cion is approximately every 2-3 years with the last reporting round in 2007 and a new reporting round being initiated mid 2009. In the future it is expected that the information will be reported through the WISE system.

4) Biodiversity reporting

  

JNCC acts on behalf of the statutory nature conservation agencies (Natural England, Scottish Natural Heritage, NI Environment Agency and Countryside Council for Wales) and their associated government departments in collating information on sites designated for nature conservation under International Conventions and European Directives , together with species and habitats identified as of conservation concern. JNCC  is working to harmonise the reporting obligations for international conventions and  will, wherever possible, seek common ways to report on European directives, including the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, to  help reduce the amount of duplication in reporting.
 

4a) Habitats Directive

The nature conservation agencies provide JNCC with aggregated information on the range, extent (of habitats), population size (of species), condition and future prospects for the designated features (species and habitats) within their devolved administration. JNCC then collates this to provide an overall assessment which gives the status (as ‘favourable‘, ‘unfavourable ‘ or not known) for each of the species and habitats on a UK basis. The frequency of reporting is every 6 years with the most recent reporting round in 2007. There is no requirement at present to report on the condition of individual SACs or features within SACs.

 

4b) OSPAR  Convention

A similar reporting arrangement for  species and habitats listed by OSPAR is followed, with assessment of status using the criteria of range, extent (for habitats), population size (for species) and condition. Information is collated from the nature conservation agencies and other sources for each of the Listed habitats and species to provide UK -level on status, pressures and management measures. This information is aggregated across the OSPAR area to give an overall assessment; the most recent reporting in 2008/09 is a contribution to OSPAR’s Quality Status Report 2010. The possibility of more regular reporting is currently under discussion. 

5) Water Framework Directive
Reporting to Europe is via the Water Information for Europe (WISE) application managed by the EEA. Reporting is via ‘reporting sheets’ whose content is agreed at a European level and focused on particular deliverables in the directive such as article 8 on monitoring programmes and article 13 on River Basin Management Plans. Each devolved administration (EA, SEPA NIEA) reports separately at present but Defra are currently communicating with the devolved administrations to ensure that reporting is overseen at a UK level. This coordination of reporting by the different agencies is often carried out through a UK TAG group.
 6) OSPAR Convention (also see under Biodiversity reporting)
Raw data on riverine inputs, contaminants, biological effects, benthic invertebrates and associated quality control information is submitted from 6 UK organisations (EA, SEPA, NIEA, Marine Scotland, SEPA, NIEA, AFBI) to a centralised application (MERMAN) each year. The data is then transformed, checked and sent to the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) each year who act as data custodians for the convention. The data is analysed and reported by OSPAR. 

The UK reports on the eutrophication  status of marine waters to OSPAR using the Comprehensive Procedure under the Strategy to Combat Eutrophication . The assessments are completed on behalf of the UK and each devolved administration by their marine and environment agencies and an overview UK national report is prepared by Cefas and Defra. The first assessment was completed in 2003 and subsequently in 200 8 . The raw data is not transferred to OSPAR but some of the data is submitted (on behalf of OSPAR) to the ICES database.  the results based upon the weighed results of pass/fail status of each contributing  category within the procedure for each region is available in a series of assessment region reports, the UK national overview report and in the OSPAR integrated report . The next assessment is not planned but is likely to form part of the delivery of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.  

7) Fisheries Data
The Data Collection Framework (EC Regulation 199/2008) introduced in 2009 sets out the broad requirements relating to the:

· collection, management and use of data in the framework of multi-national programmes 

· the data management process 

· use of data collected in the framework of the Common Fisheries Policy 

· support for scientific advice 

The regulation recognizes three classes of data : primary, detailed and aggregated. The requirement on Member States is to make detailed and aggregated data available to end-users to support scientific analysis. The ‘end users’ are organisations with a research or management interest in the scientific analysis of data in the fisheries sector. As part of the regulation each member state is obliged to report details of planned surveys for each year.
In addition to the Data Collection Framework there are established transfers of fisheries data to ICES each year which is submitted by each devolved administration:
1) Fisheries dependant – ie discards, commercial landings data are submitted each year to ICES and available through the ‘Intercatch’ application. National institutes can upload national fish catches per area per time period per fleet etc using Intercatch. The level of detail is on a species by ICES area and time basis. The data is then used for stock assessments. Access to intercatch is for registered which includes data suppliers and stock assessment ‘data coordinators’.
2) Fisheries independent –International trawl survey data are submitted to ICES each year into an application called DATRAS and this data in both its raw and aggregated form is then freely available.  under the Council Regulation of the Revised Data Collection Framework. The data is submitted as raw data but can be extracted at a higher level of aggregation and is then used for stock assessments.
