2.5. Sampling Method (Data Production Tools). If the information in this category is the same for all trawls within a data set the Survey Name must be stated to allow links to the sample information. If the sampling methods are different for each sample then the fields in this table should be appended to the sample information and be completed for each sample. Information in this table may also be used to complete fields in the discovery metadata. 
	Heading
	M, C, O
	Description
	Recommended Term List or Format

	Survey name
	M
	Title of the Survey 
	Free text; (e.g. Menai Straight Benthic Survey 2004)

	Sampling device
	M
	The type of sampling device used
	Term Code list SMTYP at http://www.ices.dk/datacentre/reco/
(e.g. DA Day Grab)

	Sampling device surface area
	O
	The surface area of the sampling device
	Integer number; units = cm2. (e.g. 100)

	Sieve mesh size
	M
	The mesh size of the sieve used to extract the benthos from the sediment
	Integer number; units = um. (e.g. 500)

	Storage medium
	O
	The storage medium used 
	Text; (e.g. 50% Formalin)

	Methodology
	M
	Any written methodology used should be referenced and linked. If the methodology is not referenced then provide a description here.
	Text; (e.g. Methodology follows the Green Book http://www.cefas.co.uk/publications/scientific-series/green-book.aspx)

	Analytical laboratory or organisation
	M
	The laboratory/organisation that analysed the samples
	Reference Code list RLABO at http://www.ices.dk/datacentre/reco/
(e.g. UNIC Unicomarine Ltd, Letchworth Laboratory)

	Analytical personnel
	O
	Names or the personnel who were involved in analysing the samples
	Text, personnel initials given and separated by semi-colon if more than one personnel used; (e.g. J. Bloggs analysed all samples).

	Sampling analysis notes
	O
	Any further notes on sample analysis that may be of relevance
	Text; (e.g. 10% of samples were checked by B. Begger for QC purposes)

	Quality control scheme
	M
	Description of any quality control scheme that the laboratory participated in during the analysis.
	Text; (e.g. National Marine Biological Analytical Quality Control Scheme)


