2.5. Sample Analysis and Techniques (Data Production Tools). If the sample analysis and techniques are different for each sampling event then the fields in this table should be appended to the sample data and be completed for each sample. In many cases the information in this table is consistent for a whole survey in which case it should only have to be completed once. Where necessary the information in this table should be completed for each parameter under consideration. Information in this table may also be used to complete fields in the discovery metadata. 
	Heading
	M, O, C
	Description
	Recommended Term List or Format

	Survey code
	M
	Provide the survey code to allow links to be built between the analysis and techniques for each parameter and the survey. If analysis and techniques are not consistent for a survey then this information should be linked to each sample data result.
	Free text; (e.g. Menai Straight Benthic Survey 2004)

	Sampler Instrument Details
	M
	Give sampling instrument description, manufacturer and model if applicable
	Term Code list SMTYP at http://www.ices.dk/datacentre/reco/
(e.g. NSK, Niskin Bottle)

	Sample Processing Details
	M
	Give a description of any sample processing conducted before the sample was presented for analysis or stored. In particular give details of any filtration
	Free text; (e.g. Niskin bottles were removed from the rosette and the contents split between 3 subsamples. The first subsample for nutrient analysis was frozen immediately; the second was filtered through a GFF filter and then 10ml of 90% acetone analysis added; the 3rd subsample was fixed with 3 drops of Lugol’s Iodine and kept for phytoplankton analyses.)

	Analytical Details
	C
	Give details of the analysis of the water samples
	Free text; (e.g. Nutrients were measured by nitrate reduction following the method of Strickland (1972) at CEFAS Lowestoft; e.g. phytoplankton abundance was obtained by settling the fixed samples in settling chambers and examining them under an inverted microscope)

	Data Processing Details
	C
	If the data has been processed then detail the steps here including, de-spiking or smoothing methods, editing and quality control methods, and an overview report.
	Free text; (e.g. Data was checked to ensure it was within range for the time of year and location and there were no outliers. Any suspected outliers were flagged)

	Analytical Laboratory or Organisation
	M
	The laboratory/organisation that analysed the samples
	Reference Code list RLABO at http://www.ices.dk/datacentre/reco/
(e.g. UNIC Unicomarine Ltd, Letchworth Laboratory)

	Analytical personnel
	O
	Names or the personnel who were involved in analysing the samples
	Text, personnel initials given and separated by semi-colon if more than one personnel used; (e.g. J. Bloggs analysed all samples).

	Analytical notes
	O
	Any further notes on sample analysis that may be of relevance
	Text; (e.g. Each batch of 10 nutrient samples were run with a standard and blank)

	Quality Control Scheme
	M
	Description of any quality control scheme that the laboratory participated in during the analysis.
	Text; (e.g. National Marine Chemistry Analytical Quality Control Scheme)


