2.3. Fixed Station Information.  

In many cases a fixed point, transect or area is returned to on a number of occasions to form a time series. The actual sample event may not be in exactly the same location each time however due to ship movements or sampling strategy, however it is useful to record both the position which is intended to be sampled (fixed) and the actual sampling position (sample). 

Therefore, the information below must be included if a fixed point, transect or area is used as the basis for replicate profiles or for repeat monitoring surveys.  Actual profile coordinates should be placed in the sample event table. A fixed station may be a point, transect, or an area. If the fixed station is a transect or an area then the secondary latitude and longitude fields must be completed.

	Heading
	M, C, O
	Description
	Recommended Term List or Format

	Local station identifier
	M
	A unique identifier for the station
	Free text.

e.g. Stanton Bank site 4 (point)

e.g. Liverpool/Dublin transect (transect)

e.g. Lagan Estuary (area)

	Primary Latitude (decimal degrees)
	M
	The primary latitude of the fixed station given in decimal degrees. For a point this field is set to the point latitude; for a transect it is set to the latitude of the start of the transect; for an area it is set to the southern edge of the box. Units are positive north.
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. 54.5837

	Primary Longitude (decimal degrees)
	M
	The primary longitude of the sample given in decimal degrees. For a point this field is set to the point longitude; for a transect it is set to the longitude of the start of the transect; for an area it is set to the western edge of the box. Units are positive east (West is negative, East is positive). 
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. -5.5837

	Secondary Latitude (decimal degrees)
	C
	The secondary latitude of the fixed station given in decimal degrees. For a point this field is not required; for a transect it is set to the latitude of the end of the transect; for an area it is set to the northern edge of the box. Units are positive north.
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. 55.7393

	Secondary

Longitude (decimal degrees)
	C
	The secondary longitude of the sample given in decimal degrees. For a point this field is not required; for a transect it is set to the longitude of the end of the transect; for an area it is set to the eastern edge of the box. Units are positive east (West is negative, East is positive).
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. -3.7394

	Description of fixed station spatial form 
	M
	Describe if the fixed station is a point, transect or an area.
	Term list; SeadataNet Geospatial Feature Type (L021)  (e.g. point)


