Relationship between MEDIN data guidelines and MEDIN discovery metadata

The MEDIN discovery metadata format is aimed at allowing the non-informed user to discover data sets and it is likely that one ‘discovery’ data set record will contain a large range of data types that are in turn covered by a range of data guidelines. To enable individuals to reuse data of a specific nature (e.g. benthic invertebrate data) then related information must be collected (e.g. data owner, reference systems used etc). Some of the information which is collected at the Survey Level in a data guideline is also required to create a discovery metadata record. Who creates the MEDIN discovery record for a dataset is case specific and dependant on the organisation, and the relationship it has with a Data Archive Centre. However it is intended that the information collected at the ‘Survey Information’ level is reused for creating a MEDIN discovery metadata record. 

The table below shows specifically which fields in the MEDIN DG common tables can be reused to complete a discovery metadata record.

	MEDIN Discovery Metadata Standard
	MEDIN Data Guideline Table and Field. Table is in bold, field name in italics and obligation in brackets
	Notes

	Element 1 - Resource title (M)
	Project, Project name (M) or Survey, Survey name (M)
	Choice of project or survey name will depend on the granularity of the description

	Element 2 - Alternative resource title (O)
	
	No match. Alternative resource title is an optional field

	Element 3 - Resource abstract (M)
	Survey, Survey abstract (M)
	Would need to check the granularity of description is appropriate

	Element 4 - Resource type (M)
	
	The resource in all cases would be Data set

	Element 5 - Resource locator (C)
	Project, Project website (C)
	Would need to check the granularity of description is appropriate

	Element 6 - Unique resource identifier (M)
	Project, Project code (M)or Survey, Survey code(M)
	Dependnat on granularity

	Element 8 - Resource language (C)
	
	No Match. Mandatory for dataset descriptions. Could default to English but this may cause issues with Welsh.

	Element 9 - Topic category (C)
	
	No Match

	Element 11 - Keywords (M)
	
	No Match - note if this field is completed then the Topic Category can be determined auomatically

	Element 12 - Geographical bounding box (M)
	Sample Event, Latitude and Longitude fields (M)
	Could be determined by lat and longs in the sample events that make up the project or survey being described

	Element 13 - Extent (O)
	
	No specific match but could be determined by lat and longs in geographical bounding box

	Element 14 - Vertical extent information (O)
	Survey, Depth coordinate reference system (C)
	

	Element 15 - Spatial reference system (M)
	Survey, Spatial coordinate reference system (M)
	

	Element 16 - Temporal reference (M)
	Survey, Survey start date (M), Survey end date ©
	

	Element 17 - Lineage (M)
	Survey, Data Production Tools, various fields
	

	Element 18 - Spatial resolution (C)
	
	No Match

	Element 19 - Additional information source (O)
	
	No Match, but could be taken from a variety of fields

	Element 20 - Limitations on public access (M)
	
	No Match

	Element 21 - Conditions applying for access and use (M)
	
	No Match

	Element 22 - Responsible party (M)
	Survey, Originator and Owner (M)
	

	Element 23 - Data format (O)
	
	No specific match but could be driven from the file type

	Element 24 - Frequency of update (M)
	
	No Match

	Element 25 - Conformity (C)
	
	No Match

	Element 26 - Metadata date (M)
	
	This field would be driven by the metadata creation

	Element 27 - Metadata standard name (M)
	
	This field would be driven by the metadata creation

	Element 28 - Metadata standard version (M)
	
	This field would be driven by the metadata creation

	Element 29 - Metadata language (M)
	
	This field would be driven by the metadata creation

	Element 30 – Parent ID (O)
	
	No Match


