2.4. Encounter Information.   (Sample event information) This information describes the encounters occurring during the survey.  This table holds information on the location of each encounter. 

	Heading
	M, C, O
	Description
	Recommended term list or format

	Encounter ID
	M
	This attribute field links the images to the encounter data for the group of animals present when the images were captured.

Although the values created for EncounterID are formatted like the ImageID (above) field they are independent and will often differ.

CCW will supply every licensee with the Europhlukes compatible organisation code.

Where a licensee or their organisation has previously collected data to this format they will continue sequential numbering from the last assigned value.
	Free text; xx_xxx_nnnnn

Where:

“xx” represents the species code for  the species captured in the image (see Table 4).

“xxx” represents the Europhlukes compatible organisation code.

“nnnnn” represents a sequentially assigned integer value pre-fixed with ‘leading zeros’ to standardise length. The integer value will increment by a value of 1 for each successive image captured and will run from 1 to infinity.

(e.g. TT_CCW_00001

e.g. TT_CCW_00777)

	Start time
	M
	The start time of the encounter
	DateTime; yyyy-mm-dd hh:mm

(e.g. 2007-10-01 13:14)

	End time
	M
	The end time of the encounter
	DateTime; yyyy-mm-dd hh:mm

(e.g. 2007-10-01 13:14)

	Start latitude of station (decimal degrees)
	M
	The start latitude of the encounter given in decimal degrees. Units are positive latitude North (North is positive, South is negative).
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

(e.g. 52.5237)

	Start longitude of station (decimal degrees)
	M
	The longitude of the encounter given in decimal degrees. Units are positive longitude East (East is positive, West is negative).
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

(e.g. -5.5837)

	End latitude of station (decimal degrees)
	M
	The end latitude of the encounter given in decimal degrees. Units are positive latitude North (North is positive, South is negative).
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

(e.g. 52.5237)

	End longitude of station (decimal degrees)
	M
	The end longitude of the encounter given in decimal degrees. Units are positive longitude East (East is positive, West is negative).
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

(e.g. -5.5837)

	Extent
	C
	Use relevant regional sea code for area of sighting.
	Term list; See Appendix 1

(e.g. )

	Bearing from observer
	O
	Record the bearing that the encounter was seen from the observer.
	Decimal; units = degrees

(e.g. 

	Behaviour
	M
	Note the behaviour of the group of animals witnessed during the encounter.

All witnessed behaviours should be recorded; separate different behaviours with the “+” symbol.
	Term list;  T - travel
SS - slow swim
NS - normal swim
FS - fast swim
SF - suspected feeding
FF - feeding
B - bow riding
R - resting
S - socializing

L - leaping

P - physical contact

O - other

NR - not recorded

U – unknown

(e.g. T

e.g. T+SF+P)

	Group size
	M
	Record the number of individuals present in the group.
	Integer.

(e.g. 12)

	Adults
	C
	Record the number of adults present in the group.
	Integer.

(e.g. 5)

	Juveniles
	C
	Record the number of juveniles present in the group; include all sub-adults. Classify those not yet in their second year as calves.
	Integer.

(e.g. 5)

	Calves
	C
	Those animals which are not yet in their second year but are no longer newborn
	Integer.

(e.g. 5)

	Newborn calves
	C
	Record the number of newborn calves in the group. These are identifiable by foetal folds.
	Integer.

(e.g. 5)

	Encounter notes
	O
	Any further notes about the encounter.
	Free text.


