2.4. Sample Event (Transect Information). This table holds information on the location and time of the sampling transect. In some instances a number of transects may be deployed on the same survey or cruise and therefore the information in this table will be required for each one.

	Heading
	M, C, O
	Description
	Recommended Term List or Format

	Survey code
	M
	Give the survey code to allow links to be built between this table and survey data table.
	Free text; (e.g. JCR3022)

	Transect identifier
	M
	A unique identifier for the transect under consideration
	e.g. NW Irish Sea north/south
e.g. PS74926

	Transect Description
	O
	Provide a brief description of the transect
	Free text; (e.g. transect made at ½ degree intervals of latitude through the NW Irish Sea)

	Start Date and time
	M
	The start date and time of the transect.
	yyyy-mm-dd or yyyy-mm-dd hh:mm:ss (e.g. 2009-01-24 13:33:00)

	Start Latitude of sample given in original recorded format
	M
	The start latitude of the transect given in whichever format was used to record at the time of sampling. Units are positive north.
	e.g. 50°47’24’’ 

	Start Longitude of sample given in original recorded format
	M
	The start longitude of the transect given in whichever format was used to record at the time of sampling. Units are positive east.
	e.g. -4°21’53’’

	Start Latitude of sample (decimal degrees)
	M
	The start latitude of the transect given in decimal degrees. Units are positive north.
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. 54.5837

	Start Longitude of sample (decimal degrees)
	M
	The start longitude of the transect given in decimal degrees. Units are positive east.
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. -3.476

	End Date and time
	M
	The end date and time of the transect.
	yyyy-mm-dd or yyyy-mm-dd hh:mm:ss (e.g. 2009-01-24 13:33:00)

	End Latitude of sample given in original recorded format
	M
	The end latitude of the transect given in whichever format was used to record at the time of sampling. Units are positive north.
	e.g. 50°47’24’’ 

	End Longitude of sample given in original recorded format
	M
	The end longitude of the transect given in whichever format was used to record at the time of sampling. Units are positive east.
	e.g. -4°21’53’’

	End Latitude of sample (decimal degrees)
	M
	The end latitude of the transect given in decimal degrees. Units are positive north.
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. 54.5837

	End Longitude of sample (decimal degrees)
	M
	The end longitude of the transect given in decimal degrees. Units are positive east.
	Decimal degrees; minimum of two and a maximum of five decimal places.

e.g. -3.476

	Time zone
	M
	Give the time zone in which the date and time of the sample collection is made (preferably Coordinated Universal Time (UTC))
	Free Text; (e.g. UTC)

	Water bottle sample details
	C
	If water samples were also taken during the transect then details should be given here to allow the water sample data to be linked to the transect data
	Free text; Water samples were taken at 10, minute intervals and determined for nutrients, and chlorophyll concentrations. Data is recorded in the Bottle database under the same station and profile identifiers as recorded here.   


