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Statement of Concern on Noise Pollution

Environmental groups/MPs/MEPs/MSPs are calling on the UK's Ministry of Defence to
abandon sonar testing around the UK coastline. Sonar 2087 trials fook place between
the 9-14th June 2004, near the Rockall Trenches, 300 miles from the Hebridean coast,
Scotland. This area is 4,500 metres deep and has 90 species of fish. Blue, Fin,
Humpback, Minke and Sperm whales have been recorded in the area along with
numerous different species of dolphins. There was no public hearing with regards o
these June trials even though the frequency and intensity of the sonar broadcast
could have caused hearing loss and behavioural disruption in marine mammails.
Experts worldwide have condemned the use of high intensity sonar in the marine
environment.

Sonar 2087 consists of an array of speakers fastened to a central post that is lowered
info the sea, capable of generating well over 200 decibels. There is a growing
number of whale strandings around the world that are associated with active sonar.
Pathologies similar to those observed in some of those animals have been found in
whales and dolphins stranded off the UK. The species include Common and Risso's
dolphins and a Blainville's beaked whale. This gives additional reason for caution with
regards to Sonar 2087. There is obviously a frack record of occasional problems and
we need to know why or what has happened when such incidents occur. Public and
scientific access to information regarding the impacts of Sonar 2087 on marine wildlife
is vital.

There is some scientific information but simply just not enough of it on most aspects of
acoustic impacts. The Nafional Academies of Science in the US and also the US
Office of Naval Research have recommended much more research be undertaken
because so liftle is known about how marine mammals use sound and are affected
by sound. Lawyers have identified the deployment of low frequency sonar as a
possible violation of UNCLOS and other intfernational treaties that protect the marine
environment and resources. It is quite impossible with current mitigation measures to
ascertain whether any marine mammal suffers from temporary or permanent
threshold hearing loss due to sonar exposure. Cetaceans may experience gross
damage to ears, damage to body fissue, masking of communication, interference
with ability to acoustically interpret their environment and also interference with food
finding. Long term effects caused by sonar are almost impossible to identify. Many
whales that are fatally impacted can sink to the bofttom of the ocean, therefore the
frue death toll cannot be estimated.

The Ministry of Defence is ignoring the Precautionary Principle and widespread
concern about the danger of high intensity sonar to marine mammals, marine
ecosystems and the health of our depleted oceans. Low frequency sonar can travel
hundreds of miles through our oceans at considerable intensities. Given the lack of
information available about this system, its potential impact on marine life, and the
absence of transparency surrounding this issue, we the undersigned call for a
moratforium on the further development of Sonar 2087 until there is sufficient
information about the system.



Proper public hearings on the impact of this sonar need to be convened as a matter
of urgency.
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